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ORIGIN & HISTORY

From Fortress to Poetic Palace
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The story of the Alhambra begins in 1238, when Mohammed
ben Nazar, known as 'the Red' due to his beard, founded the
Nasrid dynasty. This red hue, or the red clay of the hill of
Sabika, gave the fortress its name, Al-Hamra. Initially a
modest fortification, it evolved into a majestic palace complex
under successive sultans. The site represents the final
stronghold of Islamic rule in Spain, a testament to resilience
and artistic brilliance amidst the encroaching Reconquista. It is
not merely a castle but a living chronicle of a civilization that
refined architecture into poetry.

The architectural peak was reached between 1333 and 1354,
under kings Yusuf | and Mohammed V. They transformed the
residence into the Nasrid Palaces, characterized by intricate
stucco lace and geometric perfection. Unlike other Islamic
palaces that crumbled, these structures survived because later
kings lacked the resources to replace them, preserving the
original 14th-century masterpiece. The walls speak through
their inscriptions, quoting poetry that celebrates the eternal
nature of the sultan's power, even as his political influence
waned.

156 445 {pdf_label(lang, 'reviews')}

A striking contrast emerges with the Palace of Charles V, built
within the medieval walls after the Christian conquest in
1492. This Renaissance structure, with its circular courtyard,
clashes aesthetically with the organic, fluid lines of the
Moorish architecture. It symbolizes the triumph of the
Catholic Monarchs and the subsequent imposition of
European styles. Yet, it coexists with the Nasrid legacy,
creating a unique architectural dialogue between two eras and
two cultures within the same fortified enclosure.

Today, the Alhambra stands as a UNESCO World Heritage
site, inscribed in 1984. It is the second most visited monument
in Spain, attracting millions who seek to witness this fusion of
history and art. The site includes the Alcazaba fortress, the
Generalife gardens, and the palaces, each telling a different
part of the story. From military defense to royal leisure, every
stone reflects the strategic and spiritual priorities of its
builders, offering a profound glimpse into the Hispano-

Moorish world.
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THE EXPERIENCE

Stepping into the Alhambra feels like entering a dream woven from water and light. The air is cool, carrying the scent of
orange blossoms and damp earth. As you navigate the Nasrid Palaces, the play of sunlight on the intricate stucco creates a
shimmering effect, making the walls appear alive. The silence is profound, broken only by the gentle trickle of fountains,
designed to mask the voices of visitors and enhance the sense of privacy and intimacy for the sultans.

The journey from the austere military strength of the Alcazaba to the serene beauty of the Generalife offers a complete
emotional arc. You move from the panoramic views of the Vega plain, where battles were once watched, to the lush gardens
where poetry was composed. The architecture guides your pace, forcing you to slow down and observe details that reveal
the infinite complexity of Islamic geometry. It is an experience that engages all senses, leaving a lasting impression of

tranquility and awe.
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PREPARING FOR YOUR VISIT

Practical Information
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ADDRESS

Granada (Andalusia) - Bus: C30 or C32 (Alhambra stop). San
José Parking (20 min walk).

OPENING HOURS

Hours vary by season. Summer: 8:30 AM - 8:00 PM. Winter:
8:30 AM - 5:30 PM. Always check your ticket time slot.

PRICES

From €16. Online booking mandatory. -5% promo applied
automatically.

VISIT DURATION

Allow at least 3 to 4 hours for a complete and relaxed visit.
Plan for more if you include the Albaicin neighborhood
afterwards.

PHOTOS

Photos are allowed without flash or tripod in the Nasrid
Palaces. Videos are prohibited in certain intimate areas. Total
freedom in the gardens and the Alcazaba

HOW TO GET THERE

Access & Transporlation

AUDIENCE

Suitable for all ages, but physically demanding. Walking shoes
are essential. PMR access is possible but limited by the hilly
terrain.

f

Bus
: Palacio Emperador Carlos V — 1 min a pied
Loja (202 min) - Huéneja-Dadlar (235 min)

Car

Loja (165 min) - Huéneja-Ddlar (192 min)

Bike

Loja (226 min) - Huéneja-Dadlar (264 min)
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LOCALISATION

Ou se trouve the Alhambra ?

f C.Real de la Alhambra, s/n — 18009 Granada

& 37°10.565'N, 3°35.288'0

https://alhambra-patronato.visit-tickets.com/en/ the Alhambra - Visit Guide 2026
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ORGANIZATION

Navigating the Complex

Alcazaba (Fortress)

Start here for the military perspective. The towers offer panoramic views of Granada and the Sierra Nevada. The walls

are thick and imposing, designed for defense. Explore the inner medina and the hammams currently under
restoration.
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Nasrid Palaces

The heart of the complex. Enter at your strict time slot. Walk through the Court of the Myrtles and the Hall of the Two
Sisters. Admire the intricate stucco and the Hall of the Abencerrajes with its star ceiling.

Generalife

End with the summer palace and gardens. Enjoy the peaceful atmosphere of the Patio de la Acequia. The fountains and
orange trees provide a serene conclusion to your visit. Perfect for relaxation and photography.

ACCESSIBILITY
Accessibility for people with reduced mobility

Partially accessible with elevators, but uneven terrain. Entrance recommended by Charles V.
24 Families

Family-friendly, but physically demanding. Strollers difficult on cobblestones.

€3 Audio guide
French, English, Spanish
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SELECTION

Masterpieces of Nasrid Architecture

Palace of the Lions

Court of the Lions

The centerpiece of the Nasrid Palaces, featuring a marble fountain supported by 12 stone lions. The surrounding porticoes are
adorned with delicate mugarnas and inscriptions. It symbolizes the private quarters of the sultan and his family, emphasizing
elegance and refinement.

% Thelions were a bold artistic statement, as animal representation was generally avoided in Islamic art. This exception highlights
the unique nature of Nasrid symbolism.

Palace of Comares

Hall of the Two Sisters

The largest room in the Nasrid Palaces, known for its octagonal ceiling made of cedar wood. The floor features two large marble

slabs, giving the hall its name. It was used for receiving foreign dignitaries and holding court ceremonies.

¢ The ceiling is a masterpiece of engineering, with each piece cut to fit perfectly without nails. The geometric precision is
breathtaking.

Palace of Comares

Court of the Myrtes

A rectangular courtyard with a long reflecting pool that mirrors the Tower of Comares. The walls are covered in intricate stucco
work and tiles. The water creates a sense of depth and tranquility, essential to the Nasrid aesthetic.

% The pool is designed to reflect the sky, making the space feel larger and more open. It is a perfect spot for photography in the
morning light.

Palace of Comares
Tower of Comares

The main tower of the palace, offering a strategic view of the entrance. The interior features the Hall of the Kings, with portraits
of Nasrid rulers. The exterior is decorated with red brick and white stone, creating a striking visual contrast.
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% The name 'Comares' comes from the Arabic 'Qamarat, meaning domes, referring to the shape of the tower's top.

Generalife
Generalife Gardens

The summer residence of the sultans, featuring lush gardens and fountains. The Patio de la Acequia is the highlight, with a long
water channel flanked by orange trees. It offers a peaceful retreat from the heat and crowds.

% The gardens are designed to represent paradise on earth, with water flowing from four rivers symbolizing Islamic cosmology.

Alcazaba
Alcazaba Towers

The oldest part of the complex, built for defense. The Virgin Tower offers the best panoramic view of Granada and the Sierra
Nevada. The walls are thick and sturdy, reflecting the military needs of the time.

4 From here, Nasrid princes monitored Christian troops in the Vega plain. The view is strategically essential for understanding the

site's history.

Palace of Charles V
Palace of Charles V

A Renaissance palace built within the medieval walls. The circular courtyard contrasts with the rectangular Nasrid structures. It

houses the Museum of Fine Arts and the Museum of the Alhambra, providing historical context.

¢ The construction was never completed, leaving it as a unique architectural hybrid that stands out within the complex.

Alhambra Entrance
Gate of Justice

The main entrance to the complex, featuring intricate stucco work and inscriptions. It marks the transition from the secular
world to the royal domain. The gate is a masterpiece of Nasrid decorative art.

¢ Theinscriptions quote poetry praising the sultan's power and justice. It is a symbolic threshold into the palace.
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TIPS

Essential Tips for Your Visit
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TIMING

Visit early in the morning or late in the afternoon to avoid
crowds and heat. Winter months (November-February) are
less crowded.

BILLET

Book online 2-3 months in advance. Tickets sell out in minutes.
Ensure you select the correct time slot for the Nasrid Palaces.

PARCOURS

Start with the Nasrid Palaces at your scheduled time, then visit
the Alcazaba, and end with the Generalife for a relaxing finish.

PHOTO

The Tower of the Virgin offers the best panoramic shots.
Morning light is ideal for the Nasrid Palaces to avoid
backlighting.

PAUSE

Bring water and snacks. There are no free water points in the
Generalife. Enjoy a break in the shaded gardens.

ENFANTS

The Generalife is great for kids, but watch them in the Nasrid
Palaces due to fragile structures. Use a stroller only on flat
areas.

AUDIOGUIDE

The audioguide is available in English, French, and Spanish. It
provides valuable context for the Nasrid inscriptions and
history.

CONFORT

Wear comfortable walking shoes with good grip. The terrain is
hilly and cobblestoned. Avoid thin sandals.
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FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS

FAQ

I How far in advance should | book the Alhambra?

You need to book 1 month in advance in winter and up to 6 months in high season (April-October). Tickets sell out in minutes as soon as
they are released. Never count on last-minute bookings, availability is almost non-e

I What is the difference between the General ticket and the Gardens/Alcazaba ticket?
The General ticket includes the Nasrid Palaces with a strict mandatory time slot. The Gardens and Alcazaba ticket allows you to visit the
rest of the site without a fixed time for the palaces, but without entering them.

I Is it possible to buy tickets on site?
No, it is almost impossible. Online booking is mandatory to preserve the site. Only a few tickets are sold on site, but they are reserved for
organized groups or exceptional situations. Always book in advance via the Pat

I Are tickets limited per day?
Yes, access is strictly limited to 8,000 tickets per day. This strict capacity allows for the preservation of the heritage and ensures a quality
visit. That is why anticipation is crucial to secure your time slot.

I What is the best route to visit the Alhambra?

Start with the Nasrid Palaces at the exact time of your slot. Then, head up to the Alcazaba for the view, followed by a visit to the Palace of
Charles V. Finish at the Generalife, which is more relaxing, to digest the in

DID YOU KNOW?

Anecdotes & curiosities

The Red Castle Stucco Lace

The name 'Al-Hamré' likely comes from the red clay of the The Nasrid Palaces are covered in stucco arabesques of

site or the red beard of Mohammed ben Nazar. This dual extreme fineness. This technique symbolizes the peak of
origin reflects both the physical landscape and the founder's Hispano-Moorish art, created between 1333 and 1354.
identity.

Strategic View Summer Palace

From the Alcazaba, Nasrid princes monitored Christian The Generalife served as a country residence for the sultans,
troops in the Vega plain. The view of the Sierra Nevada was composed of gardens and palaces. It offers a peaceful
essential for the defense of Granada. contrast to the fortified city.
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AROUND THE MUSEUM

Beyond the walls, the Albaicin neighborhood offers a labyrinth of narrow streets and whitewashed houses. Start your day
here to enjoy the iconic view from San Nicolas Lookout, especially at sunset. After your visit, explore the Alhambra
Museum nearby for deeper historical context. For dining, head to the Barriobajo area for authentic tapas in a relaxed
atmosphere. The surrounding Alhambra Gardens provide shaded walks perfect for cooling down before heading back to
the city center.

Visiting the Alhambra is more than a tour; it is a pilgrimage to the heart of Andalusian history. The stucco

lace and the whispering waters invite you to pause and reflect on the passage of time. Whether you capture

the golden hour from the Tower of the Virgin or simply sit in the Court of the Lions, you carry a piece of this

magic with you. Let the Nasrid legacy inspire your imagination, reminding you that beauty can endure even

when empires fall.
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