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O R I G I N  &  H I S T O R Y

From Historic Zoo to Immersive Sanctuary

GOOGLE 4.6 ★★★★★ 60 386 reviews TIQETS 4.7 ★★★★★ 2 168 reviews

The story of Bioparc Valencia begins with a bold vision to

transform the city's relationship with wildlife. In 2008, this

immersive sanctuary opened its gates, replacing the historic

Valencia Zoo that had operated since 1965. The transition was

not merely a relocation; it was a complete reinvention of how

animals are presented to the public, prioritizing their natural

behaviors over traditional caging.

Designed by the renowned firm Rain Forest Diseño, the park

was built on eight hectares in the Campanar district, adjacent

to the Turia Gardens. The architects employed a unique

concept where barriers are hidden or replaced by water and

vegetation, creating a seamless flow between the visitor and

the habitat. This innovative approach ensures that the animals

appear exactly as they would in the wild, fostering a sense of

genuine connection rather than mere observation.

A significant portion of the original zoo's population, including

hippos, lions, and giraffes, was carefully transferred to this

new environment. This continuity allowed for the

preservation of established animal groups while providing

them with vastly improved living conditions. The park quickly

became a leader in conservation, joining the European

Association of Zoos and Aquaria (EAZA) and actively

participating in Endangered Species Programmes (EEP).

Today, Bioparc stands as a testament to ethical tourism and

scientific research. It houses over 800 animals from 116

species, specializing in African fauna. Through its dedicated

foundation, the park supports both ex situ breeding programs

and in situ conservation projects across Africa, proving that

modern zoos can be powerful engines for global biodiversity

protection.

History & experience
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T H E  E X P E R I E N C E

Stepping through the pedestrian bridge into Bioparc feels less like entering a zoo and more like crossing a threshold into

another world. The air is warm, filled with the scent of earth and vegetation, and the first thing you notice is the absence of

visible fences. You are immediately immersed in the dry savanna, where the horizon stretches wide and the sounds of

nature replace the hum of the city.

As you walk, the lighting shifts subtly, mimicking the natural rhythms of the day. The architecture is designed to guide your

gaze toward the animals, making them the undisputed stars of the show. Whether you see a lion resting in the shade or an

elephant grazing in the distance, the experience is one of profound respect and wonder. It is a journey that engages all your

senses, promising an authentic encounter with the heart of Africa.
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P R E P A R E  Y O U R  V I S I T

Practical information

ADDRESS

Quartier Campanar · EMT Bus lines 63/67 from the station to

Vall de la Ballestera stop, or walk via the Turia Gardens (10

min).

OPENING HOURS

Hours vary by season and must be confirmed on the official

website or via the booking API before your visit.

FARES

From 32.50 €. Reduced child fare depending on age, check

available variants. {promo}.

VISIT DURATION

Allow 3 to 4 hours to calmly explore the four zones (dry

savanna, wet savanna, equatorial forest, Madagascar zone).

This pace suits families well with children,

PHOTOS

Personal photography is allowed throughout the park,

including during underwater passages near the hippos. Avoid

flash so as not to disturb light-sensitive anim

AUDIENCE

Ideal for families with children from 4 years old, thanks to

accessible trails and immersive education. Teens also

appreciate the conservation aspect and visual

H O W  T O  G E T  T H E R E

Access & transport

🚇 Metro

: C/ Alcàsser - Museu d'Història de València — 9 min à pied

Valencia Airport (21 min) · Xirivella - Alqueries (13 min)

🚌 Bus

: Hospital 9 d'Octubre — 5 min à pied

Valencia Airport (34 min) · Xirivella - Alqueries (19 min)

🚗 Car

Valencia Airport (24 min) · Xirivella - Alqueries (12 min)

🚲 Bike

Valencia Airport (31 min) · Xirivella - Alqueries (15 min)
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L O C A L I S A T I O N

Où se trouve the Bioparc Valencia ?

📍 Avenida Pío Baroja, 3 — 46015 Valencia

🌐 39°28.682′ N, 0°24.457′ O
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O R G A N I Z A T I O N

Navigating the Four Natural Zones

Dry Savanna Zone

This is the largest area of the park, featuring a recreated African great plain. You will encounter Rothschild giraffes,

Grant zebras, and white rhinos roaming freely. A group of eight African savanna elephants occupies an adjacent space,

offering privileged observation of their majestic presence. Predators such as lions and spotted hyenas also inhabit this

zone, adding a layer of excitement to your walk.

Wet Savanna Zone

A smaller but equally captivating area focused on aquatic life. The highlight here is the installation inspired by the

Kitum cave, which allows you to observe hippos and Nile crocodiles from an underwater perspective. You can also

spot pelicans, softshell turtles, and various endemic fish species swimming in clear waters. This zone provides a cool

respite from the heat of the dry savanna.

Equatorial Forest Zone

Entering this zone feels like stepping into a lush tropical jungle. It is home to primates, including chimpanzees and

western lowland gorillas, as well as drills and talapoins. The dense vegetation creates a humid atmosphere, enhancing

the immersion in this biome. You may also see Sri Lanka leopards and pygmy hippos in their specific enclosures within

this forested area.

Madagascar Zone

The final stop on your journey takes you to the island of Madagascar. Here, you can traverse a space dedicated to

lemurs, including ring-tailed, red-fronted, and black-and-white ruffed lemurs. The fossa, a native predator of the

island, is also present in this section. This zone offers a unique glimpse into the distinct evolutionary history of

Madagascar's wildlife.

A C C E S S I B I L I T Y

♿ Disabled Access

Wide paths suitable for reduced mobility, with certain areas such as Madagascar requiring prior info

곲넙 Families

Perfect for families with children from age 4, strollers accepted, rest areas and family toilets in

🎧 Audio guide

French, English, Spanish
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S E L E C T I O N

Unmissable Encounters Across Four Biomes

Wet Savanna Zone

Underwater Hippo View

Inspired by the natural Kitum cave in Kenya, this installation allows visitors to observe hippos and crocodiles from below the

waterline. The perspective transforms the animals into mysterious silhouettes, creating a surreal and unforgettable visual

experience. It is widely considered the most unique feature of the entire park.

💡 The design team studied the actual Kitum cave to replicate the light refraction and water clarity accurately.

Dry Savanna Zone

African Savanna Elephant Group

A herd of eight African savanna elephants roams in a spacious enclosure adjacent to the main savanna. Their size and intelligence

make them a focal point for many visitors. Observing their social interactions and daily routines provides deep insight into their

complex lives.

💡 Many of these elephants were transferred from the old Valencia Zoo, maintaining a continuous lineage.

Equatorial Forest Zone

Western Lowland Gorillas

The park is home to two groups of gorillas, including a breeding pair and solitary males. The dense forest setting enhances the

feeling of being in their natural habitat. Visitors often report seeing them feeding and playing, showcasing their playful side.

💡 The male silverback Mambi has fathered several offspring, contributing to the EEP program.

Equatorial Forest Zone

Chimpanzee Enclosure

Chimpanzees are presented in a way that highlights their tool use and social dynamics. They are highly intelligent and active,

often entertaining visitors with their antics. The barrier-free design allows for close-up observation without compromising

safety.

💡 Chimps were among the first animals moved to the new park in 2008.

Must-sees

01

02

03

04
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Madagascar Zone

Lemur Crossing

Visitors can walk through a space populated by various lemur species, including the iconic ring-tailed lemur. The lemurs' curious

nature often leads to direct eye contact and interaction. This zone is particularly popular with families and children.

💡 The park recently performed surgery to restore sight to a critically endangered lemur.

Dry Savanna Zone

Rothschild Giraffes

These tall, graceful animals dominate the skyline of the dry savanna. Watching them browse on trees and interact with other

herbivores is a serene experience. Their height offers a striking contrast to the open plains.

💡 Rothschild giraffes are a subspecies found only in East Africa.

Dry Savanna Zone

White Rhinoceros

The white rhino is a symbol of conservation success and struggle. Seeing this massive creature in a naturalistic setting reminds

visitors of the importance of protecting endangered species. Its calm demeanor belies its powerful presence.

💡 The park participates in EEP programs specifically for white rhinos.

Wet Savanna Zone

Nile Crocodile Underwater View

Alongside the hippos, Nile crocodiles can be seen lurking in the depths. The underwater view reveals their stealthy movements

and sharp features. It is a thrilling yet safe way to observe these apex predators.

💡 The water filtration system maintains crystal-clear visibility for optimal viewing.

05
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T I P S

Essential Tips for Your Wild Adventure

TIMING

Arrive at opening time when animals are most active and

crowds are minimal, especially for observing lions and

elephants in the dry savanna.

BILLET

Book tickets online in advance, particularly for weekends and

high season, to guarantee entry and potentially access

promotional discounts like BIOTARDEO.

PARCOURS

Follow the intended flow of circulation from the dry savanna

to Madagascar to maximize the surprise effect and avoid

backtracking.

PHOTO

Use zoom instead of flash to capture photos without

disturbing the animals, particularly in the primate and

predator zones.

PAUSE

Take a break in the Wet Savanna zone or at the Parc de

Cabecera nearby, as the dry savanna offers little natural shade

during summer months.

ENFANTS

The park is ideal for children from age 4, with accessible trails

and educational elements; strollers are accepted, and rest

areas are available in each biome.

AUDIOGUIDE

An audioguide is available in French, English, and Spanish; it

adds valuable context to the conservation efforts and animal

behaviors, enhancing the overall experience.

CONFORT

Wear comfortable walking shoes and sun protection, as you

will cover 8 hectares of varied terrain, including compacted

ground and sandy paths.
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F R E Q U E N T L Y  A S K E D  Q U E S T I O N S

FAQ

Do you need to book your Bioparc Valencia tickets in advance?

Yes, online booking is highly recommended, especially in high season and on weekends, to guarantee your access. On weekdays outside

holidays, you can try the ticket counter, but expect a significant wait. Book via offici

Can I cancel or modify my booking?

The cancellation policy depends on the type of ticket purchased. Most flexible options allow free cancellation up to 24 h before the visit.

Check the exact conditions at the time of booking to avoid any fees.

Is there a current promo on tickets?

Seasonal offers and family passes are regularly offered on the official website. Check the booking page to discover active discounts and

group options. Skip-the-line tickets often remain full price during peak periods.

Is the skip-the-line ticket worth the extra cost?

In July-August and during school holidays, the skip-the-line ticket saves 30 to 45 minutes of waiting at the entrance. For a family with

children, this time saving is precious. In low season, direct access is usually suf

How much time should I plan to visit Bioparc Valencia?

Allow 3 to 4 hours to fully enjoy the four zones: dry savanna, wet savanna, equatorial forest and Madagascar zone. This duration allows

you to keep a family pace without rushing. Fast groups can reduce it to 2 h 30, but 

D I D  Y O U  K N O W ?

Anecdotes & curiosities

Legacy of the Old Zoo

When Bioparc opened in 2008, it did not start from scratch.

Many animals from the historic Valencia Zoo (1965-2007),

including hippos and lions, were transferred to the new

facility. This transition ensured the continuity of care for

these animals while allowing the city to move towards a more

ethical model of wildlife presentation. The old zoo's location

in the Jardins del Real is now a historical site.

Conservation Through Action

Bioparc is not just about displaying animals; it is a hub for

conservation. As a member of EAZA, it participates in

European Endangered Species Programmes (EEP). The

Bioparc Foundation also supports in situ projects in Africa,

funding research and habitat protection. Every ticket

purchased contributes to these vital efforts, making your

visit a direct contribution to saving species.

Immersive Design Philosophy

The park's design by Rain Forest Diseño focuses on hiding

barriers. Instead of fences, water moats and vegetation

separate visitors from animals, creating the illusion of direct

entry into the habitat. This 'immersion' concept was

pioneered in Spain and has influenced zoological design

worldwide. It requires careful planning and engineering to

ensure both animal welfare and visitor safety.

African Specialization

Unlike many zoos that house a mix of global species, Bioparc

specializes exclusively in African wildlife. This focus allows

for deeper expertise in care, breeding, and conservation.

With over 800 animals from 116 species, the park offers a

concentrated experience of African biodiversity, from the

savanna to the equatorial forest and Madagascar.
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A R O U N D  T H E  M U S E U M

Located in the Campanar district, Bioparc is perfectly positioned for a full day of exploration in Valencia. Just steps away lies

the Parc de Cabecera, a large green space ideal for a shaded break or letting children play before or after your visit. For

those who prefer walking, the Jardins del Túria offer a beautiful promenade connecting the park to the city center, allowing

you to enjoy the urban landscape at your own pace. After your expedition through the biomes, head to the Marché Central

de Valence for a typical Valencian lunch, where colorful stalls offer fresh produce and local delicacies. If you have time to

extend your day, the Cité des Arts et des Sciences, home to the Oceanogràfic aquarium, provides a complementary aquatic

experience that pairs perfectly with the terrestrial fauna of Bioparc.

Bioparc Valencia is not just a destination; it is a transformative experience that stays with you long after you

leave. The moment you see a hippo gliding underwater or a gorilla interacting with its family, you realize the

power of this immersive design. It is a place where education meets emotion, reminding us of our shared

responsibility to protect these magnificent creatures. I encourage you to visit, not just to see, but to feel the

pulse of the wild.
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