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ORIGIN & HISTORY

From Angevin Fortress to Aragonese Palace

GOOGLE 4.4 H**k*ki

Castel Nuovo, known locally as Maschio Angioino, stands as
the ultimate symbol of Neapolitan power, a fortress that has
witnessed the rise and fall of empires. Constructed between
1279 and 1282 under the orders of Charles | of Anjou, it was
designed to replace the older Castel Capuano and serve as the
new royal residence. The original Gothic structure, built by
French architects Pierre de Chaulnes and Pierre d'Angicourt,
was a formidable military stronghold with square towers and a
deep moat, reflecting the Angevin need for security in a
volatile kingdom. This massive stone block was not merely a
home but a statement of dominance over the city of Naples.

The castle’s history is deeply intertwined with the cultural
golden age of the Angevin dynasty, particularly under King
Robert of Anjou. During his reign, the fortress transformed
from a mere military outpost into a vibrant center of art and
humanism. It became a sanctuary for intellectuals and artists,
hosting luminaries such as Petrarch and Boccaccio, who found
inspiration within its walls. This period marked a shift where
the castle became a stage for diplomatic intrigue and artistic
patronage, setting the stage for some of the most significant

artistic commissions in Italian history.
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A pivotal moment in European history occurred within these
walls on December 13, 1294, when Pope Celestine V resigned
from the papacy, an event that remains one of the rarest in the
history of the Catholic Church. Shortly after, Boniface VIl was
elected pope in the same hall, highlighting the castle's role as a
political crucible. These events underscore the castle's
importance not just as a Neapolitan landmark, but as a key
player in the broader narrative of medieval Europe and the
Church.

The arrival of the Aragonese dynasty in the 15th century
brought a radical transformation to the castle’s architecture
and function. King Alfonso V, celebrating his victorious entry
into Naples, commissioned the magnificent Triumphal Arch by
Francesco Laurana. Furthermore, the square Angevin towers
were replaced by circular ones to withstand cannon fire,
marking the transition from medieval castle to modern
fortress. This architectural evolution reflects the changing
nature of warfare and the enduring legacy of Spanish influence
on the city’s defensive structures.
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THE EXPERIENCE

Approaching Castel Nuovo from the port, you are immediately struck by the imposing presence of the Triumphal Arch, a
masterpiece of Renaissance sculpture that serves as a majestic gateway to the past. The contrast between the rough,
ancient tuff stone of the fortress and the delicate, intricate carvings of the arch creates a powerful visual narrative. As you
step through the gates, the noise of modern Naples fades, replaced by the echo of history in the vast, shadowed courtyard.
The air here feels heavier, charged with the secrets of kings and conspirators who once walked these same stone paths.

Inside, the atmosphere shifts from martial grandeur to intimate intrigue. The Hall of Barons offers a haunting glimpse into
the past, where the faded frescoes of Giotto whisper tales of ancient heroes and tragic betrayals. Climbing the spiral
staircases to the upper terraces, you are rewarded with a breathtaking panorama of the bay, where the silhouette of Mount
Vesuvius looms in the distance. This juxtaposition of volcanic power and human ambition creates a unique emotional

resonance, making the visit not just a tour, but a profound connection with the soul of Naples.
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PREPARING FOR YOUR VISIT

Practical Information
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ADDRESS

San Ferdinando District - Metro: Municipio (Line 1) or
Vanvitelli (Line 1, 5 min walk)

OPENING HOURS

Hours vary by season (April-Sept vs Oct-March). Closed
Sunday afternoons and on public holidays.

PRICES

Children under 18 often free. Check variants on the official
website. {promo}.

VISIT DURATION

Allow 1h30 to 2h to explore the Civic Museum, the Hall of
Barons, and enjoy the panoramic terrace without rushing.

PHOTOS

Photography is prohibited in the museum rooms to protect
fragile artworks. It is allowed in the historical halls and on the
outdoor terrace.

HOW TO GET THERE

Access & Transportation

AUDIENCE

Ideal for history enthusiasts and families. Children will
appreciate the view from the ramparts, but the museum tour
requires some attention.
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Metro

: Municipio — 2 min a pied
Gianturco (13 min) - Piave (15 min)
Bus

: (bus) — 1 min a pied

Gianturco (20 min) - Piave (24 min)

Car

Gianturco (13 min) - Piave (16 min)

Bike

Gianturco (16 min) - Piave (20 min)
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Castel Nuovo

LOCALISATION

Ou se trouve Castel Nuovo ?
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ORGANIZATION

Navigating the Castle's Layers

Ground Level (Entrance & Courtyard)

Begin your journey at the magnificent Triumphal Arch, adorned with intricate reliefs celebrating Alfonso V. Enter the
vast courtyard, dominated by the Catalan-style portico and the external staircase designed by Guglielmo Sagrera. This
area serves as the transition from the public realm to the private royal domain, showcasing the blend of military and
residential architecture.

First Level (Hall of Barons & Museum)

Ascend to the Hall of Barons, the castle's most famous room, where you can view Giotto's faded frescoes and learn
about the 1486 conspiracy. The ground floor also houses the Civic Museum, featuring exhibits on the castle's history,
armor, and artifacts from the Angevin and Aragonese periods. This level provides the core historical narrative of the
site.

Upper Levels & Terrace

Climb the spiral staircases to reach the upper floors and the panoramic terrace. Here, you can enjoy unobstructed
views of the Bay of Naples, Castel dell'Ovo, and Mount Vesuvius. The terrace offers a unique perspective on the city's
defensive strategy, highlighting the relationship between the two castles and the harbor.

ACCESSIBILITY
Bl Accessibility for people with reduced mobility

Partial access with elevators; check in advance for upper floors.
22 Families

Family-friendly, but wear comfortable shoes for the stairs.

€3 Audio guide
French, English, Spanish
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SELECTION

Must-See Masterpieces and Hidden Gems

FRANCESCO LAURANA  Entrance

The Triumphal Arch

This monumental arch is the masterpiece of Renaissance sculpture in Naples, celebrating the entry of Alfonso V. The intricate
reliefs depict scenes from the king's life and military victories, executed by Spanish sculptors Pere Johan and Guillem Sagrera. It
stands as a testament to the artistic exchange between Italy and Spain.

% The arch was designed to be viewed from the sea, making it the first thing sailors saw when approaching Naples.

GIOTTO DI BONDONE  Main Hall
The Hall of Barons

Once the great hall of the Angevin castle, this room is famous for its 1486 conspiracy where Ferdinand | trapped rebellious
barons. Giotto's frescoes, though faded, depict ancient heroes and serve as a backdrop to this dramatic historical event. The
room's architecture reflects the Catalan influence brought by the Aragonese.

» Thefrescoes were partially destroyed during the French sack of Naples in 1494, adding to their tragic allure.

GIOTTO DI BONDONE Hall of Barons
Giotto's Frescoes

Painted around 1330, these frescoes are among Giotto's earliest works in Naples. They depict figures from antiquity, such as
Hercules and Samson, symbolizing royal virtues. Despite their poor state of preservation, they offer a rare glimpse into the
artistic patronage of King Robert of Anjou.

y Giottois said to have decorated the entire castle, but only fragments remain in this hall.

ARAGONESE ARCHITECTS  Exterior
The Circular Towers

These towers replaced the original square Angevin towers to better withstand cannon fire. Their circular design allows
projectiles to bounce off, a significant defensive innovation of the 15th century. They exemplify the transition from medieval to
modern military architecture.
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% The towers are made of piperno stone, a dark volcanic rock that gives the castle its distinctive color.

GUGLIELMO SAGRERA Courtyard
The Catalan Courtyard

The courtyard features a Catalan-style portico with low arches, reflecting the influence of Spanish architects. The external
staircase, also by Sagrera, leads to the Hall of Barons and adds a residential charm to the military fortress. This area showcases
the blend of cultures that defined the Aragonese period.

% The courtyard was designed to resemble Spanish patios, providing a cool and shaded space for the court.

N/A  Historical Room
The Papal Resignation Hall

This is the room where Pope Celestine V resigned in 1294, a pivotal moment in church history. The site is marked by historical
plaques and exhibits detailing the events of that fateful day. It highlights the castle's role in the political machinations of the
papacy.

¢ Celestine V's resignation was unprecedented and led to significant changes in the papal election process.

N/A  Museum Rooms
The Civic Museum

The museum houses a collection of armor and artifacts from the castle's history. Exhibits include weapons from the Aragonese

period and personal items from the royal court. It provides context for the architectural and historical features of the castle.

¢ The museum also displays fragments of Giotto's frescoes, offering a closer look at the artist's technique.

N/A  Upper Level
The Panoramic Terrace

From this terrace, you can enjoy a breathtaking view of the Bay of Naples, including Castel dell'Ovo and Mount Vesuvius. It is the
perfect spot for photography, especially in the late afternoon when the light is golden. The view emphasizes the castle's strategic
position.

% The terrace offers a 360-degree view of the city's historic center and harbor.
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Insider Tips for an Unforgettable Visit

TIMING

Visit early in the morning before 10:30 AM or late afternoon
after 4:30 PM to avoid crowds. The Hall of Barons is more
peaceful during these times.

BILLET

Book tickets online in advance, especially during peak season.
Check for combined tickets with Castel dell'Ovo to save
money.

PARCOURS

Start with the exterior and the Triumphal Arch, then move to
the Hall of Barons, and finish with the terrace for the best
views.

PHOTO

Head to the southwest terrace for the perfect shot of
Vesuvius. The late afternoon light provides ideal contrasts for
photography.

PAUSE

Take a break at a cafe in the San Ferdinando Quarter after your
visit. It's a short walk and offers a great place to relax.

ENFANTS

Children will enjoy the view from the ramparts, but the
museum tour requires attention. Wear comfortable shoes for
the stairs.

AUDIOGUIDE

Use the audio guide for the Hall of Barons to understand the
story of the conspiracy. It adds essential context to the faded
frescoes.

CONFORT

Wear comfortable walking shoes as there are many stairs and
uneven floors. Avoid high heels for a better experience.
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FAQ
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I Do | need to book tickets for Castel Nuovo in advance?

Yes, online booking is highly recommended, especially during peak season (July-August) and on weekends. Time slots can fill up quickly,

and buying on-site often involves a queue. Booking in advance guarantees your entry

I Is there a combined ticket with other sites?

Check if a single ticket allows access to Castel Nuovo and Castel dell'Ovo or the Royal Palace. These offers sometimes exist to optimize
your budget and time. Check the available options during booking to see the current

I What is the price of the audio guide?

The audio guide is often included in the standard ticket or available as an option for a small fee (around €20 for the complete pack). It is
essential for understanding the frescoes and the complex history of the site. C

I What must-see spots are there in Castel Nuovo?

Do not miss the Triumphal Arch by Francesco Laurana, the Barons' Hall for its dramatic history, and the terrace for the panoramic view.

These three elements constitute the heart of the experience. The Civic Museumis int

I How long does it take to visit Castel Nuovo?

Allow approximately 1h30 to 2h for a complete visit including the museum, the historical hall, and the terrace. If you are particularly

interested in architecture or frescoes, plan for more time. The visit can be quicker

DID YOU KNOW?

Anecdotes & curiosities

The Pope Who Quit

On December 13, 1294, Pope Celestine V resigned in this
castle, arare event in history. His decision led to the election
of Boniface VIII, who immediately left for Rome to escape
Angevin influence.

The Conspiracy of 1486
Ferdinand | trapped rebel barons in the Hall of Barons, an

event that gave the room its name. This political cunning
secured his rule and ended the baronial revolt.

Giotto's Royal Commission
Around 1330, Giotto decorated the Hall of Barons with

frescoes of ancient heroes. This commission made Castel

Nuovo an early center of artistic patronage in Naples.

Anti-Artillery Innovation

The Aragonese replaced square towers with circular ones to
deflect cannonballs. This innovation marked the transition
from medieval to modern fortress design.



Castel Nuovo 11/11

AROUND THE MUSEUM

The area surrounding Castel Nuovo is the heart of historic Naples, blending royal elegance with vibrant street life. Just
steps away, you will find the Royal Palace of Naples, a stunning contrast to the fortress, offering a glimpse into the opulent
lives of the Bourbons. For a cultural interlude, the nearby San Carlo Opera House is one of the oldest in the world, perfect
for an evening performance. After your visit, wander through the San Ferdinando Quarter, where elegant pedestrian
streets are lined with cafes and boutiques. This area is ideal for a leisurely lunch or a coffee break, allowing you to digest the
historical intensity of the castle while enjoying the sophisticated atmosphere of the city's aristocratic center.

Leaving Castel Nuovo, you carry with you more than just photographs; you carry the weight of centuries.

The castle is not just a relic but a living witness to the drama of history. Whether you are captivated by the
artistic genius of Giotto or the strategic brilliance of the Aragonese defenses, the experience leaves an
indelible mark. It is a place where history breathes, inviting you to reflect on the fleeting nature of power

and the enduring beauty of art. Do not just visit; immerse yourself in the story of Naples.
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