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ORIGIN & HISTORY

The Birth of a Masterpiece
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The Chéateau de Vaux-le-Vicomte, located in Maincy, Seine-et-
Marne, stands as a monumental testament to the genius of the
Grand Siecle. Commissioned by Nicolas Fouquet, the
Superintendent of Finances under Louis X1V, the chateau was
built between 1658 and 1661—an astonishing architectural
feat completed in just three years. Fouquet, seeking both a
majestic palace and a warm family residence, enlisted the most
brilliant talents of the era: architect Louis Le Vau, painter
Charles Le Brun, and landscape designer André Le Nétre.
Their collaboration created a harmonious masterpiece that
would later serve as the model for Versailles, influencing the
very heart of French royal architecture.

The site itself was once a modest 14th-century chateau
surrounded by water-filled moats and a small farm, setin a
sparsely wooded area crossed by two rivers. Fouquet
transformed it entirely, leveling hills and diverting the

Anqueuil river to create the iconic grand canal. The gardens,
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designed by Le N6tre, were meticulously planned with
geometric precision, fountains, and terraced parterres,
establishing the blueprint for French formal gardens.

Fouquet’s dream was cut short when he was arrested in 1661,
shortly after the chateau’s inauguration, on charges of
embezzlement. His estate was confiscated by the king, and the
chateau passed into royal hands before being sold to private
owners. In 1875, Alfred Sommier, a passionate art patron,
purchased the estate and initiated an exemplary restoration,
saving it from ruin. Since then, the Sommier family and their
descendants have preserved its integrity, ensuring its status as

the largest privately-owned historical monument in France.

Today, Vaux-le-Vicomte continues to thrive as a cultural
beacon. With an annual budget of 8 million euros, it employs
75 full-time staff and welcomes over 300,000 visitors each
year. It is not merely arelic of the past, but a living museum
where the spirit of the 17th century breathes through every
stone, painting, and garden path.
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THE EXPERIENCE

Stepping through the gates of Vaux-le-Vicomte is like crossing into a dream of the 17th-century French aristocracy. The
first impression is one of overwhelming grandeur—symmetry, light, and perspective converge to create an atmosphere of
serene power. The sun glints off the white stone facade, the central courtyard opens like a stage, and the gardens stretch
into the distance with geometric precision. The air carries the scent of boxwood, roses, and damp earth, while the distant
murmur of fountains adds a soothing rhythm to the silence. You feel not just a visitor, but a guest invited into a world where
art, nature, and architecture are in perfect dialogue.

As you move through the halls, the light-filled salons reveal Le Brun’s masterful frescoes—celestial figures, mythological
scenes, and allegories of power—painted with such clarity and drama that they seem to breathe. The silence of the rooms is
broken only by the soft echo of footsteps and the occasional rustle of silk curtains. Outside, the gardens unfold in a
sequence of breathtaking vistas: the grand canal reflects the sky, the parterres shimmer with color, and the axial views

draw the eye toward the horizon. This is not just a visit—it’s an immersion into a timeless vision of beauty.
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PREPARING FOR YOUR VISIT

Practical Information
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ADDRESS

Maincy, Seine-et-Marne - Metro: Fontainebleau - Avon (RER
C, 30 min walk from the station or 10 min by bus line 137)

OPENING HOURS

Open every day except Monday. Hours vary by season: 10am
to 6pm in winter, 10am to 7pm in summer. Check the official
website before visiting.

PRICES

From 18,00 € for adults. Children 6-17 years: 10,00 €. Under
6: free. Group and discounted rates available upon request.

VISIT DURATION

Allow between 2 and 3 hours for a complete tour of the castle
and gardens, including special events. Candlelit evenings may
last up to 4 hours.

PHOTOS

Personal photos allowed throughout the estate. Flash and
tripods prohibited inside the castle. Commercial photography
requires authorization.

AUDIENCE

Ideal for families, couples, and history and architecture
enthusiasts. Suitable for children from age 6. Guided tours
accessible to visually or hearing-impaired
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LOCALISATION

Ou se trouve the Chateau de Vaux-le-Vicomte ?
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ORGANIZATION

Exploring Floor by Floor

The ground floor houses the main reception areas, the grand hall, and the famous Salon de la Guerre and Salon de la

Paix. These salons, adorned with Le Brun’s monumental ceiling paintings, are key to understanding the chateau’s
political and artistic symbolism. The Salon de la Guerre features allegorical scenes of military triumph, while the Salon
de la Paix celebrates diplomacy and harmony. The floor also includes the Orangerie, a winter garden with rare plants,
and the Chambre de la Reine, where Fouquet’s wife once resided.

The second floor contains the private apartments of Nicolas Fouquet and his family. Here, you'll find the Chambre du
Roi, the Chambre de la Reine, and the Chambre de la Princesse, each decorated with exquisite tapestries, period
furniture, and personal artifacts. The Chambre du Roi features a large bed with a canopy and a fireplace adorned with
gilded mirrors, while the Chambre de la Princesse is painted in soft pastels, reflecting the elegance of 17th-century
domestic life.

Niveau 5 (Terrasse)

The terrace offers panoramic views of the entire estate, with the grand canal stretching out below and the gardens
unfolding in geometric perfection. This is the ideal spot to appreciate Le N6tre’s mastery of perspective and scale. The
terrace is also the starting point for the Les Soirées aux Chandelles events, where the chateau is illuminated by
candlelight, creating a magical, immersive atmosphere.

ACCESSIBILITY
Accessibility for people with reduced mobility

Accessibility for people with reduced mobility with elevators and adapted paths, but some areas of t
23 Families

Family-friendly routes, activities, scavenger hunts, and rest areas available for families.

£3 Audio guide
French, English, Spanish
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SELECTION

Must-See Moments at Vaux

ANDRE LE NOTRE Gardens
The Grand Canal

The grand canal is the centerpiece of the gardens, stretching 400 meters and reflecting the sky and surrounding trees.
Originally a natural river, it was transformed by Le Notre into a man-made masterpiece, symbolizing the power of human
artistry over nature. The canal’s axial alignment draws the eye toward the horizon, creating aniillusion of infinite space. It is
especially breathtaking at sunset, when the water glows with golden light.

% The canal was once the Anqueuil river, which La Fontaine described in his fables. Le Nétre diverted its course to create a

dramatic, symmetrical axis—proof that even nature could be reshaped to serve art.

CHARLES LE BRUN  Rez-de-chaussée
The Salon de la Guerre

This salon features Le Brun'’s ceiling fresco depicting the triumph of French arms. The painting is a masterpiece of Baroque
allegory, with figures representing Victory, Fame, and Time surrounding a central figure of France. The use of light and
perspective creates a sense of movement and grandeur, making the viewer feel as if they are part of the scene.

» LeBrun painted this ceiling in just 18 months, a remarkable feat given the complexity of the composition. He used a technique

called grisaille to create the illusion of sculpted figures in the sky.

ANDRE LE NOTRE  Gardens
The Parterre de la Couronne

This ornamental garden, designed by Le No6tre, features intricate patterns of boxwood hedges and colorful flowerbeds. The
name 'Couronne' (Crown) refers to the crown-shaped design of the parterre, symbolizing the power and prestige of the Fouquet
family. The garden is viewed from the terrace, creating a perfect visual axis with the chateau.

% The parterre was originally asymmetrical, but Le Notre redesigned it to create a harmonious balance—proving that even nature

must obey the rules of geometry.
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Niveau 2

The Chambre du Roi

This private bedroom was once occupied by Nicolas Fouquet. It features a large canopied bed, gilded mirrors, and period
furniture, offering a rare glimpse into the intimate life of a 17th-century nobleman. The room’s decor reflects the opulence and
refinement of the Grand Siécle.

» Fouguet’s bed was so large that it required a special door to be built—proof of his desire to live in luxury, even in the smallest
details.

Rez-de-chaussée
The Orangerie

This winter garden houses rare citrus trees and exotic plants, protected from the cold. The glasshouse was a symbol of wealth
and scientific curiosity in the 17th century, showcasing the ability to control nature. The interior is decorated with classical

columns and ornate ironwork, blending function and beauty.

% The orangerie was used to house orange trees during winter, which were then moved outside in spring—Fouquet’s gardeners

were among the first in France to practice this technique.

ANDRE LE NOTRE  Gardens
The Cascade

This dramatic waterfall, built between 1658 and 1660, is one of the most iconic features of the gardens. Water flows down a
series of terraced basins, creating a soothing sound and visual spectacle. The cascade is designed to draw the eye upward,

enhancing the sense of grandeur and movement.

% The cascade required 20 kilometers of underground pipes to bring water from distant sources—engineering marvels for the

17th century.

CHARLES LE BRUN  Rez-de-chaussée
The Salon de la Paix

Opposite the Salon de la Guerre, this room celebrates diplomacy and harmony. The ceiling fresco depicts Allegories of Peace,
with figures representing justice, wisdom, and prosperity. The room’s soft colors and gentle lighting contrast with the drama of
the adjacent salon, symbolizing the balance between war and peace.

% LeBrun painted this room to reflect Fouguet'’s vision of a balanced life—power tempered by peace, ambition guided by wisdom.

ANDRE LE NOTRE Gardens
The Grand Canal at Sunset

There is no more magical moment at Vaux-le-Vicomte than watching the golden hour over the grand canal. The water reflects
the sky in a shimmering dance of light, while the silhouettes of trees and fountains create a dreamlike scene. This is the perfect

time to capture the chateau’s beauty in a photograph.

y Visitors often say that the canal at sunset feels like stepping into a painting—so much so that the chateau’s staff sometimes refer
to it as 'the moment when time stops'.
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Tips for the Perfect Visit
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TIMING

Visit in the early morning (between 9:00 and 10:30) to avoid
crowds and enjoy the gardens in soft, golden light. The
morning sun enhances Le Notre’s perspectives, especially
along the grand canal.

BILLET

Book your tickets online in advance, especially for events like
Les Soirées aux Chandelles or Le Rendez-vous Grand Siécle.
These events have limited seating and fill up quickly,
particularly in summer.

PARCOURS

Start with the castle interior, then move to the gardens. Ending
your visit in the gardens during the late afternoon or early
evening allows you to experience the soft light and magical
atmosphere of dusk.

PHOTO

Photograph the grand canal at sunset (between 5:30 and 6:30
PM) for golden reflections and dramatic lighting. Flash and
tripods are prohibited inside the castle, but personal
photography is allowed in the gardens.

PAUSE

Reserve a table at the castle restaurant for a gourmet meal
with views over the gardens. It’s the perfect way to extend
your visit and savor the atmosphere of the Grand Siecle.

ENFANTS

Families with children can enjoy scavenger hunts and family-
friendly routes. The gardens offer plenty of space for kids to
explore, and rest areas are available throughout the estate.

AUDIOGUIDE

The audioguide is available in French, English, and Spanish. It’s
especially valuable for understanding the historical context of
the salons and gardens. Consider using it in the main rooms
and gardens for maximum insight.

CONFORT

Wear comfortable walking shoes—the gardens are expansive
and include gravel paths and steps. Bring a light jacket for
cooler evenings, especially if attending candlelit events.
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https://vaux-le-vicomte.visit-tickets.com/en/ the Chateau de Vaux-le-Vicomte - Visit Guide 2026
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FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS

FAQ

I How to book tickets for the Chateau de Vaux-le-Vicomte?
Booking is done online via the official Vaux-le-Vicomte website. It is mandatory for special events such as Le Rendez-vous Grand Siécle.
For standard visits, it is strongly recommended during peak season (July-August, we

I Are there group or discounted tickets for Vaux-le-Vicomte?
Yes, group rates (10 people or more) and discounted rates (children 6-17, students, seniors) are available. Check the conditions on the
official website. Combined packages with other sites like Fontainebleau or Versaille

I Do I need to book in advance for events?
Yes, online booking is mandatory for events such as Le Rendez-vous Grand Siécle or Les Soirées aux Chandelles. These events have
limited seating, and tickets sell out quickly, especially in summer and during school holid

I Can | book a ticket for the gardens without entering the castle?
Yes, a separate garden ticket is available. It grants access to the park and gardens, but not inside the castle. This is an ideal option for
landscape enthusiasts or those seeking a lighter visit.

I What is the best time to visit Vaux-le-Vicomte?

The best time is in the early morning (right at opening) or in the evening (for Les Soirées aux Chandelles). In the early morning, you'll
avoid crowds and enjoy a peaceful atmosphere. In the evening, candlelight creates

DID YOU KNOW?

Anecdotes & curiosities

The Chateau That Inspired Versailles

Vaux-le-Vicomte was built in just three years (1658-1661), a
feat of engineering and artistry. Impressed by its beauty,
Louis XIV summoned the same team—Le Vau, Le Brun, and Le
Noétre—to build Versailles. Vaux was the prototype, and
Versailles its grand expansion. The chateau’s design, with its
axial gardens and grand salon, became the blueprint for royal
France.

Fouquet’s Arrest and the Fall of a Dream

Fouquet was arrested in 1661, just months after the
chateau’s inauguration, on suspicion of embezzlement. His
estate was confiscated by the king, and he was imprisoned for
life. The chateau passed into royal hands, then private
ownership, but its legacy endured as a symbol of 17th-
century ambition.

The Sommier Family’s Rescue

In 1875, the chateau was on the brink of demolition. Alfred
Sommier, a passionate art patron, purchased it and led a
meticulous restoration. His family preserved its authenticity,
making Vaux-le-Vicomte the largest privately-owned
historical monument in France.

The Grand Canal: River Transformed

The grand canal was once the Anqueuil river, described by La
Fontaine in his fables. Le Notre diverted its course,
straightened it, and transformed it into a 400-meter-long
man-made waterway, creating the iconic axis of the gardens.
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AROUND THE MUSEUM

Beyond the gates of Vaux-le-Vicomte, the region offers a rich tapestry of cultural and natural experiences. Just 30 minutes
away lies the Chateau de Fontainebleau, a UNESCO World Heritage site and former royal residence, where you can explore
centuries of French history. In Melun, the Cathédrale Saint-Etienne stands as a stunning example of Gothic architecture,
with its imposing bell tower and intricate facade. For a more relaxed day, visit the Parc de la Couronne, a 100-hectare green
space perfect for a picnic or a peaceful walk. The local Marché de Maincy on Saturday mornings offers fresh produce and
artisanal goods, while Restaurant Le Clos des Vignes provides traditional French cuisine with garden views—ideal for a
family lunch after your visit.

N

S R T

Vaux-le-Vicomte is more than a chateau—it is a living poem of the Grand Siécle, where every stone, every
brushstroke, every fountain tells a story of ambition, artistry, and enduring beauty. To walk its halls and

gardens is to step into the heart of French cultural heritage, to feel the pulse of a golden age that still

resonates today. Let yourself be carried by its elegance, its history, and its quiet majesty. This is not just a

visit—it is a transformation.
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