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O R I G I N  &  H I S T O R Y

From Showroom to World Leader

GOOGLE 4.7 ★★★★★ 197 644 reviews TIQETS 4.6 ★★★★★ 597 reviews

Founded on July 12, 1975, Europa-Park began not as a grand

resort, but as a strategic showroom for Mack Rides. Franz and

Roland Mack envisioned a space where they could showcase

their engineering prowess directly to the public. Initially

covering just 16 hectares, this modest beginning allowed the

family business to demonstrate the reliability and thrill of their

creations, turning visitors into advocates for their mechanical

innovations.

The park’s expansion accelerated rapidly through the 1980s,

marked by the integration of the Rust Castle in 1980. This

unique acquisition blended local Baden history with modern

entertainment, creating an authentic setting that

distinguished Europa-Park from its competitors. By 1984, the

introduction of Alpenexpress Enzian signaled a shift towards

high-thrill attractions, establishing the park as a serious

contender in the European amusement landscape.

A pivotal moment occurred in 1993 with the formation of

Great European Theme Parks. Facing the imminent arrival of

Euro Disneyland, Europa-Park joined forces with peers like

Efteling and Alton Towers. This strategic alliance fostered

collaboration rather than cutthroat competition, allowing each

park to refine its unique identity while collectively elevating

standards across the continent.

By 2019, the complex reached a historic peak with 5.7 million

visitors, cementing its status as Europe’s second most visited

theme park. The opening of Rulantica that same year

completed the resort transformation, offering a distinct

aquatic experience. This evolution from a ride manufacturer’s

showroom to a world-class leisure destination reflects

decades of meticulous planning and engineering excellence.

History & experience
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T H E  E X P E R I E N C E

Stepping through the turnstiles, you are immediately transported away from reality. The air carries the scent of popcorn

and distant ocean waves, while meticulously crafted facades blur the line between Germany and the Mediterranean. Every

corner reveals a new cultural narrative, from the cobblestone streets of Italy to the vibrant plazas of Spain, inviting you to

explore without ever leaving the park boundaries.

The atmosphere is electric yet orderly, a testament to precise logistical design. As you watch families navigate the themed

zones, the seamless integration of technology and tradition becomes apparent. Whether standing before the towering

Silver Star or wandering through the quiet gardens of France, the promise is clear: immersive storytelling meets

adrenaline-pumping engineering in perfect harmony.
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P R E P A R E  Y O U R  V I S I T

Practical information

ADDRESS

Rust, Baden-Württemberg · Train: Rust Station (Strasbourg-

Freiburg line), free shuttle to the park.

OPENING HOURS

Generally opens at 9:00 AM. Hours vary by season and

weather for Rulantica. Always check the official website

before your visit.

PRICING

Free entry for children based on age/height (check

conditions). {promo}.

VISIT DURATION

Plan for at least a full day for Europa-Park alone. Allow two

days if you wish to include Rulantica or revisit key attractions.

PHOTOS

Photography is allowed freely throughout the park for

personal use. The use of drones or professional equipment

requires prior authorization.

AUDIENCE

Park suitable for all: families with young children, teens who

love intense roller coasters, seniors appreciating detailed

scenery and cultural shows.

H O W  T O  G E T  T H E R E

Access & transport

🚇 Metro

: Panoramabahn "Paddington Station" — 1 min à pied

Panoramabahn "Paddington Station" (6 min) · Strasbourg Airport (81 min)

🚌 Bus

: Town Hall — 5 min à pied

Panoramabahn "Paddington Station" (8 min) · Strasbourg Airport (133 min)

🚗 Car

Panoramabahn "Paddington Station" (3 min) · Strasbourg Airport (107 min)

🚲 Bike

Panoramabahn "Paddington Station" (2 min) · Strasbourg Airport (146 min)
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L O C A L I S A T I O N

Où se trouve Europa-Park ?

📍 Europa-Park-Straße — 2 Rust

🌐 48°15.961′ N, 7°43.320′ E
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O R G A N I Z A T I O N

Navigating the Themed Zones

Zone 1: Central Europe & Entrance

Begin your journey near the entrance, where the historic Rust Castle stands as a centerpiece. This area blends

German heritage with gentle family rides, setting a welcoming tone. Explore the surrounding pathways to discover

smaller attractions and information kiosks.

Zone 2: Scandinavia & Thrill Hub

Head north to the Scandinavian zone, home to the park’s most intense roller coasters. Here, you will find Silver Star

and Blue Fire, requiring significant energy and time. Plan to tackle these early in the day to avoid long queues and

maximize your adrenaline rush.

Zone 3: Southern Europe & Water Features

Conclude your tour in the warmer climates of Italy, Spain, and France. These areas feature water-based attractions

like Poseidon and scenic boat rides. The layout encourages slower pacing, making it ideal for late-afternoon relaxation

and evening shows.

A C C E S S I B I L I T Y

♿ Disabled Access

Adapted services available, but check exact technical conditions on the official website before your

곲넙 Families

Park designed for families, with dedicated areas for young children and practical facilities.

🎧 Audio guide

French, English, German
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S E L E C T I O N

Must-Ride Attractions & Hidden Gems

Scandinavia Zone

Silver Star

As one of the tallest hypercoasters in Europe, Silver Star offers breathtaking views and intense drops. Its smooth ride system

exemplifies Mack Rides' engineering precision. Riders experience sustained airtime and speed, making it a flagship attraction

for thrill-seekers.

💡 The coaster was named after the Silver Star train, reflecting the region's railway heritage.

Scandinavia Zone

Blue Fire Megacoaster

This launched coaster features multiple inversions and a striking blue track. It delivers rapid acceleration and complex

maneuvers that challenge even seasoned riders. The visual impact of the twisting structure against the sky is unforgettable.

💡 It was one of the first coasters to use induction launch technology in the park.

Greece Zone

Poseidon

An aqua-loop coaster that soaks riders completely. You must bring dry clothes or use lockers, as the final drop ensures a wet exit.

The combination of height and water creates a unique sensory experience unlike any other ride.

💡 Lockers fill up quickly, so arrive early if you plan to ride.

Switzerland Zone

Alpenexpress Enzian

A classic wooden coaster that has delighted guests since 1984. Its creaky structure and scenic route through the Swiss Alps

evoke nostalgia. Despite its age, it remains a favorite for its raw, unfiltered thrill.

💡 It was the park’s first roller coaster, marking a pivotal expansion year.

Must-sees
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Germany/Nordic Zone

Wodan Timburcoaster

This massive wooden coaster acquired from another park adds immense scale to the lineup. Its steep drops and sharp turns

provide a rugged, intense experience. The sheer size of the structure dominates the skyline.

💡 Originally built elsewhere, it was relocated to enhance Europa-Park’s offerings.

Adjacent Resort Area

Rulantica Water Park

Opened in 2019, this separate water park complements the main theme park. It features wave pools, slides, and lazy rivers under

a Viking theme. Access often requires a specific ticket, so plan accordingly.

💡 Its opening marked the completion of the full resort concept.

Central Area

Rust Castle

Integrated into the park in 1980, this historic castle anchors the central zone. It serves as both a landmark and a venue for

events. Walking around it connects you to the local Baden history.

💡 It is one of the few historic castles incorporated into a theme park.

Italy Zone

Italian Quarter

Known for its detailed scenery and family-friendly rides, this zone offers a relaxed pace. The architecture mimics Tuscan villages,

providing picturesque photo opportunities. It is ideal for breaks between intense rides.

💡 The attention to architectural detail here is among the best in the park.
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T I P S

Strategies for a Seamless Visit

TIMING

Arrive exactly at 9:00 AM when turnstiles open. Head straight

to Silver Star or Blue Fire to enjoy minimal wait times before

crowds build.

BILLET

Buy tickets online in advance to skip ticket windows. Ensure

your ticket covers both Europa-Park and Rulantica if you plan

to visit both.

PARCOURS

Alternate between high-intensity zones like Scandinavia and

calm areas like France. This strategy preserves energy and

prevents mid-day fatigue for children.

PHOTO

Photography is allowed freely. Capture the Rust Castle at

golden hour for the best lighting. Drones require prior

authorization.

PAUSE

Eat lunch before 11:30 AM or after 2:00 PM to avoid long lines

at popular restaurants. This saves valuable time for

attractions.

ENFANTS

Use the dedicated family zones for younger children. Check

height restrictions on the app beforehand to manage

expectations and avoid disappointment.

AUDIOGUIDE

Download the official 'Europa-Park & Rulantica' app instead of

renting an audioguide. It provides real-time wait times and

show schedules essential for navigation.

CONFORT

Pack rain gear if riding Poseidon. Use paid lockers for wet

clothes, but anticipate them filling up quickly during peak

hours.
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F R E Q U E N T L Y  A S K E D  Q U E S T I O N S

FAQ

What is the difference between an Europa-Park ticket and a Rulantica ticket?

These are two distinct parks that often require separate tickets or specific combined packages. Europa-Park is a classic theme park,

while Rulantica is a water park complex. Check the exact details of your purchase to av

Is it better to buy tickets online or on-site?

Online booking is highly recommended to save time at the ticket windows and potentially benefit from better rates. You can present

your digital ticket directly at the entrance. On-site, expect wait times of up to 45 minu

Are tickets valid for multiple days?

Yes, there are multi-day tickets that allow you to return to the park on consecutive or non-consecutive dates. This is particularly useful if

you wish to include Rulantica or revisit certain attractions. Check the validi

Are there discounts for children?

Prices vary depending on the age and height of children. Some tickets offer free admission for very young children. It is essential to check

the exact conditions on the official website before booking, as these rules may

How long does it take to visit Europa-Park?

A full day minimum is recommended for the main park to enjoy the major attractions. If you wish to include Rulantica or see everything

leisurely, plan for two days. Alternate between intense and calm areas to manage fati

D I D  Y O U  K N O W ?

Anecdotes & curiosities

World’s Best Park Record

Europa-Park was voted the world’s best amusement park by

Amusement Today from 2014 to 2022. This eight-year streak

highlights its consistent quality and global appeal, placing it

ahead of major international competitors.

Strategic Alliance Origins

In 1993, facing Disney’s arrival, park leaders formed Great

European Theme Parks. This coalition included Efteling and

Alton Towers, fostering cooperation rather than direct

competition, which helped preserve unique identities.

Industrial Roots

The park started as a showroom for Mack Rides. This origin

explains the exceptional maintenance and technical

sophistication of its attractions, as they were originally built

to demonstrate the company’s capabilities.

Historical Integration

The Rust Castle was purchased in 1980 and integrated into

the park. This rare move blends genuine local history with

fantasy, creating a unique sense of place that distinguishes

Europa-Park from purely fictional settings.
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A R O U N D  T H E  M U S E U M

Beyond the park gates, the village of Rust offers a charming contrast to the high-energy attractions. Visit St. Martin's

Church to admire its remarkable stained glass windows and traditional architecture, providing a peaceful interlude after a

day of thrills. For dining, Gasthaus Zur Linde serves authentic Baden cuisine, perfect for recovering from intense roller

coasters. The Rust Municipal Park provides shaded benches ideal for recharging, while downtown shops offer regional

specialties like anise biscuits. These local gems enrich your stay, connecting the modern marvels of the park with the deep-

rooted culture of Baden-Württemberg.

Europa-Park is more than a collection of rides; it is a masterclass in hospitality and engineering. From the

historic Rust Castle to the futuristic loops of Blue Fire, every element is designed to create lasting

memories. Leave with the understanding that you have witnessed world-class innovation firsthand, an

experience that continues to set the global standard for theme parks.
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