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ORIGIN & HISTORY

From Assassination Attempt to Golden Masterpiece

GOOGLE 4.7 * Xk kk  59756reviews

The story of the Palais Garnier begins not with art, but with
political survival. In January 1858, an assassination attempt
on Napoleon Il at the old Opéra Le Peletier shocked the
Empire. The Emperor, shaken by the fragility of his power,
decreed that a new, grander opera house must be built in a
safer location. This decision was part of Baron Haussmann'’s
radical transformation of Paris, aiming to create wide
boulevards that would prevent barricades and showcase
imperial glory. The site chosen was the Place de I'Opéra, a
strategic hub that would become the heart of modern Parisian
social life.

In 1860, an international architectural competition was
launched, attracting over 170 submissions from across
Europe. The winner was Charles Garnier, a young architect
barely known outside academic circles. His design was
revolutionary: it rejected the classical restraint of previous
centuries in favor of an opulent, eclectic style that blended
Baroque, Renaissance, and contemporary innovations. Garnier
envisioned the opera not just as a theater, but as a total work
of art where architecture, sculpture, painting, and music
converged. His motto, "l aspire to much, | expect little,"
reflected his ambitious yet pragmatic approach to this
monumental task.

TIQETS

4.6 Kk kkk 4404 reviews

Construction began in 1861 but was interrupted by the
Franco-Prussian War and the Commune of 1871. Despite
these political upheavals, Garnier persisted, refining his
designs even as the regime changed. The building was finally
inaugurated on January 5, 1875, under the Third Republic,
with President Mac Mahon presiding. The opening night
featured Gounod’s Faust, marking a symbolic rebirth of
French culture after years of turmoil. The Palais Garnier thus
stands as a testament to resilience, bridging the end of the
Empire and the dawn of the Republic through its unbroken
artistic vision.

Over the decades, the palace has evolved while preserving its
original splendor. A tragic fire in 1923 destroyed the
auditorium ceiling, leading to the commissioning of Marc
Chagall to paint a new one in 1929. This colorful fresco added
amodernist touch to the historic structure, symbolizing the
enduring dialogue between tradition and innovation. Today,
listed as a Historic Monument since 1923, the Palais Garnier
remains a living monument, hosting world-class ballets and
operas while welcoming millions of visitors who come to

marvel at its golden halls.
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THE EXPERIENCE

Stepping into the Palais Garnier is like entering a dream woven from gold leaf and marble. The air feels heavy with history,
scented faintly of wax and old velvet. As you ascend the Grand Staircase, the sheer scale of the space overwhelms the
senses; every surface seems designed to reflect light and amplify sound. The golden chandelier, suspended above the
auditorium, casts a warm glow that dances across the intricate frescoes and sculptures. It is a place where time seems to
slow down, inviting you to pause and absorb the meticulous craftsmanship that defines every corner.

The atmosphere is one of restrained elegance, punctuated by the soft murmur of visitors awestruck by the beauty around
them. Sunlight filters through high windows, illuminating dust motes that swirl like tiny stars in the vast foyers. You can
almost hear the echoes of past performances—the rustle of silk dresses, the hush before the curtain rises. This is not merely
a building; it is a stage for memory, where each step takes you deeper into the romantic soul of 19th-century Paris. The

experience is immersive, sensory, and profoundly moving, leaving you with a sense of having touched something timeless.
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PREPARING FOR YOUR VISIT

Practical Information

ADDRESS

9th arrondissement - Metro: Opéra (Lines 3,7, 8) or RER A
Auber station.

OPENING HOURS

Frequent closures for rehearsals. Always check the official
calendar before your visit.

PRICES

From €25. Discounts may apply depending on EEA residency.
Online booking is mandatory.

VISIT DURATION

Allow approximately 1h30 to 2h to leisurely explore the grand
staircase, foyers, and library-museum without rushing,
including the ascent to the dome.

PHOTOS

Photography is allowed in public visitor areas. It is strictly
prohibited during performances and sometimes restricted in
certain private zones.

HOW TO GET THERE

Access & Transporlation

AUDIENCE

Suitable for architecture and history enthusiasts. Be aware of
numerous stairs and lack of full air conditioning; not suitable
for very young children.

@

Metro/RER

: Church — 7 min a pied

Auber Station (6 min) - Saint-Lazare Station (8 min)
Bus

: Richelieu - 4 Septembre — 7 min a pied

Auber Station (9 min) - Saint-Lazare Station (11 min)

Car

Auber Station (4 min) - Saint-Lazare Station (5 min)

Vélib / Bike

Auber Station (3 min) - Saint-Lazare Station (5 min)
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LOCALISATION
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ORGANIZATION

Navigating the Palatial Levels

Ground Floor (Grand Entrance)

Enter through the monumental bronze doors into the vast vestibule. Here, you will encounter the imposing statues of
Apollo and Mars, flanking the entrance to the Grand Staircase. The floor is paved with polished marble, reflecting the
light from the towering columns. This level sets the tone for the opulence that awaits upstairs, serving as a dramatic
prelude to the main halls.

First Floor (Foyers & Auditorium)

This is the heart of the Palais Garnier, featuring the famous Foyer Dalou and Foyer Desmares. These reception rooms
are adorned with elaborate stucco work, mirrors, and paintings depicting scenes from mythology. From here, you gain
access to the auditorium, if available, where the red velvet seats and golden proscenium arch frame the stage. The
Library-Museum is also located on this level, housing historical costumes and sheet music.

Upper Level (Dome & Roof)

Ascend to the top to view the magnificent dome painted by Paul-Jacques-Aimé Baudry, representing 'Music
Surrounded by Fame. This vantage point offers a unique perspective on the roof's sculptures and the cityscape
beyond. You can also see the exterior facade up close, including the golden dragon atop the pediment, which often
confuses visitors expecting a traditional French symbol.

ACCESSIBILITY
Accessibility for people with reduced mobility

Partial wheelchair access with elevators; check specific architectural constraints.
&3 Families

Long and silent tour, better suited for teenagers than for toddlers.

£3 Audio guide
French, English, Spanish
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SELECTION

Must-See Architectural Marvels & Art

CHARLES GARNIER  Main Hall
The Grand Staircase

This sweeping staircase is the centerpiece of the visitor experience, designed to impress guests immediately upon arrival. The
marble steps curve elegantly, flanked by statues and illuminated by natural light from above. It serves as both a functional
passage and a theatrical stage for social interaction.

¢ Itwasfamously described by Victor Hugo as 'a staircase worthy of the gods, highlighting its divine proportions and impact.

CHARLES GARNIER  Auditorium
The Crystal Chandelier

Weighing nearly seven tons, this massive crystal chandelier hangs from the ceiling of the auditorium. Its intricate design includes
thousands of crystals that refract light beautifully, creating a dazzling effect during performances. It is one of the largest
chandeliers in the world and a symbol of the Opera's grandeur.

» Legend says it was inspired by the chandelier in the Hermitage Museum, but Garnier made it uniquely his own with mechanical

lifting capabilities.

MARC CHAGALL  Auditorium
Chagall's Ceiling Fresco

Painted in 1929, this colorful masterpiece replaces the original neoclassical ceiling. Chagall depicts flying musicians and dancers
against a starry sky, blending reality with fantasy. The vibrant colors contrast sharply with the gold and red of the rest of the hall,
adding a modernist twist.

¢ Chagallinitially refused to paint it, fearing it would clash with Garnier's architecture, but eventually created a harmonious

synthesis.
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AUGUSTE RODIN (STATUES) First Floor
The Foyer Dalou

This reception room is named after sculptor Alfred Barye but features works by other masters. The walls are covered in
elaborate stucco reliefs depicting allegorical figures of the arts. The room is designed to encourage conversation and movement,
acting as a social hub before performances.

% Rodin contributed several statues to the decoration, though some were controversial due to their realistic nudity.

VARIOUS  First Floor
The Library-Museum

Often overlooked by tourists, this intimate space houses original manuscripts, costumes, and instruments. It provides a behind-
the-scenes look at the history of the Opera, showcasing items used in famous productions. The quiet atmosphere allows for a
deeper appreciation of the artistic heritage.

% You can find costumes worn by legendary dancers like Rudolf Nureyev, offering a tangible connection to performance history.

CHARLES GARNIER Exterior Pediment
The Golden Dragon

Perched atop the central pediment, this golden dragon watches over the square. It is a direct reference to the legend of the
Opera, often associated with Gaston Leroux's novel. While not a traditional French symbol, it adds a mystical element to the
building's facade.

¢ Many visitors mistake it for a phoenix or a griffin, but Garnier intended it to represent the exotic allure of the East.

PAUL-JACQUES-AIME BAUDRY  Roof Interior
The Dome Painting

Visible from the upper levels, this fresco represents 'Music Surrounded by Fame. The vibrant colors and dynamic composition
draw the eye upward, emphasizing the height of the dome. It serves as a crowning achievement of the interior decoration
program.

% Baudry spent three years painting this work, using scaffolding that reached nearly 40 meters high.

CHARLES GARNIER Entrance
The Bronze Doors

These massive doors feature intricate reliefs depicting scenes from Greek mythology related to music and dance. The detailed
craftsmanship showcases the skill of the artisans who worked on the project. They serve as a threshold between the mundane
street and the magical world inside.

% The doors weigh several tons each and were cast in multiple sections before being assembled on-site.
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TIPS

Essential Tips for a Flawless Visit

TIMING

Visit early in the morning (10:00 AM) or late afternoon (after
4:00 PM) to avoid crowds on the Grand Staircase.

BILLET

Book online well in advance; tickets are rarely sold on-site and
sell out quickly, especially for weekend slots.

PARCOURS

Start with the Library-Museum to beat the crowds, then move
to the main halls and finish with the dome ascent.

PHOTO

Take photos of the chandelier from the center of the
auditorium if accessible; otherwise, capture the Grand
Staircase from the landing.

PAUSE

Enjoy a coffee at Café de la Paix nearby to rest your feet and
enjoy the view of the Opera facade.

ENFANTS

The tour involves many stairs and long walks; it is better suited
for teenagers than toddlers due to lack of air conditioning and
noise restrictions.

AUDIOGUIDE

Rent the audioguide for detailed insights into the symbolism of
sculptures and paintings; it enhances the experience

significantly.

CONFORT

Wear comfortable shoes and light clothing in summer, as the
building relies on natural ventilation and can get warm.
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FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS

FAQ

I Do | need to book my visit to the Palais Garnier in advance?

Yes, online booking is strictly mandatory. No ticket sales for visits are conducted at the on-site ticket office. You must purchase your

ticket via the official website or authorized agencies before your arrival.

I What are the prices for the Palais Garnier visit?

Prices vary depending on residency (EEA or non-EEA). The standard price starts at €25. Discounts are available for young people and

seniors. Check the official website for exact rates applicable on your visit date.

I Can | cancel or modify my reservation?

Cancellation terms depend on the type of ticket purchased. Generally, free cancellation is possible up to 24 or 48 hours before the visit.

Check specific conditions during purchase to avoid any additional fees.

I How long does the self-guided tour of the Palais Garnier last?

Allow approximately 1h30 to 2h for a complete exploration. This allows you to see the Grand Staircase, the foyers, the library-museum,

and potentially the performance hall if accessible without feeling rushed.

I Can | see the performance hall during a tourist visit?

Access to the performance hall is not guaranteed. It depends on the rehearsal and performance schedule. If an event is taking place, the

hallis closed to free visitors. Check the schedule beforehand if this is your prio

DID YOU KNOW?

Anecdotes & curiosities

The Orsini Assassination Attempt

The construction of the Palais Garnier was directly triggered
by the Orsini plot in 1858. Napoleon Ill survived an attack at
the old Opera, prompting him to build a new, safer venue.
This event shaped the urban landscape of Paris, leading to
the creation of the wide boulevards we see today.

The Fire of 1923

A devastating fire destroyed the auditorium ceiling in 1923,
sparing only the facade and wings. This tragedy led to the
commissioning of Marc Chagall to repaint the ceiling,
resulting in the iconic colorful fresco seen today. It marked a
significant shift in the building's artistic identity.

Garnier's Eclectic Style

Charles Garnier's design was criticized by contemporaries
like Viollet-le-Duc for being too ornate. However, his eclectic
approach blended various historical styles, creating a unique
aesthetic that defined the Second Empire era. It was a bold
departure from classical restraint.

Phantom of the Opera Inspiration

Gaston Leroux's novel drew heavily on the real-life legends of
the Opera, including hidden passages and crypts. While the
'phantom’ is fictional, the architectural complexity of the
building provided ample inspiration for the story's
mysterious elements. Many tours highlight these spooky
corners.
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AROUND THE MUSEUM

The neighborhood surrounding the Palais Garnier is a vibrant mix of luxury shopping and historic charm. Just steps away,
Galeries Lafayette Haussmann offers not only high-end fashion but also a stunning Art Nouveau dome with panoramic
views of the Opera district. For a quieter cultural escape, visit the Musée Jacquemart-André, a private mansion filled with
exquisite French and Asian art, providing a intimate contrast to the grandeur of the Opera. After your visit, indulge in tea at
the iconic Café de la Paix, where Belle Epoque celebrities once gathered, allowing you to soak in the ambiance while
watching the world go by on the Grands Boulevards.

Visiting the Palais Garnier is more than a tour; it is a pilgrimage to the heart of artistic ambition. To walk its

halls is to understand how architecture can capture the spirit of an era. Whether you are drawn by the

legend of the Phantom or the genius of Charles Garnier, you will leave with a profound appreciation for the

power of beauty. Let the gold guide you through history, and let the silence speak volumes.
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