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ORIGIN & HISTORY

From Comics to Concrete Reality
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The story of Parc Astérix begins in the early 1980s, born from
the visionary mind of Albert Uderzo. After visiting Disneyland
in California, Uderzo dreamed of creating a theme park that
would bring the beloved comic universe to life. However,
economic challenges delayed the project until 1984, when key
figures like Patrice Tournier and Eric Licoys joined forces. The
company Parc Astérix SA was founded in 1985, backed by
major investors including Barclays and Accor, setting the stage
for a monumental undertaking.

Construction began in the summer of 1987 on a sprawling
155-hectare site in Plailly, chosen for its strategic location
near Paris-Charles-de-Gauld Airport and the A1 motorway.
The initial budget was colossal, reaching 850 million francs,
aiming to create nearly a thousand local jobs. Architects
Michel Kalt and Jean-Michel Ruols shaped the landscape,
while Uderzo collaborated closely with friends like Pierre
Tchernia and Roger Carel to ensure authenticity. This massive
investment reflected the ambition to build not just a park, but
a cultural landmark.
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A pivotal moment occurred on February 20, 1989, when the 7-
meter tall Asterix statue was placed atop a rocky structure,
dominating the skyline. This giant symbolized the park's grand
vision before its official inauguration. The park was designed
to accommodate up to 15,000 visitors daily, requiring careful
flow management. On April 30, 1989, the gates opened to the
public, welcoming 20,000 guests on the very first Sunday,
proving the immense appeal of this Gaulish adventure.

Today, Parc Astérix stands as the third most visited theme
park in France, behind only the Disney complexes. It has
earned international recognition, including a prestigious Thea
Award for its exceptional scenography. The park continues to
evolve, maintaining its status as a must-visit destination for
families. Its success lies in the seamless blend of comic book
charm and modern thrill rides, preserving the spirit of
Goscinny and Uderzo'’s creation while adapting to
contemporary expectations.
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THE EXPERIENCE

Stepping into Parc Astérix feels like crossing a portal into the ancient world, where every detail is meticulously crafted. The
air buzzes with excitement as you pass under the towering Asterix statue, a guardian watching over the realm. The
architecture blends rustic Gaulish huts with Roman grandeur, creating an immersive atmosphere that transports visitors
back in time. Sunlight filters through themed structures, casting playful shadows that enhance the comic book aesthetic.

As you wander through the Village Gaulois, the sounds of laughter and distant music fill the air. Children marvel at the
vibrant colors and intricate details inspired by the original comics. The scent of freshly baked bread from nearby stalls
mixes with the crisp outdoor air, adding to the sensory richness. Every corner offers a new discovery, from hidden gags in
the scenery to interactive elements that engage all ages. It is a place where imagination runs wild, promising a day filled

with joy and adventure.
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ractical Information
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ADDRESS

Plailly (Oise) - Transport: Shuttle from Gare du Nord or car via
A1. Check shuttle schedules before publishing.

OPENING HOURS

Hours vary by season and school holidays. Check open areas
and shows on the official website before coming.

PRICES

From €52. Price varies depending on date and options. Verify
the exact product.

VISIT DURATION

Plan for a full day to fully enjoy the attractions and shows.
Duration depends on openings and queues on the day of your
visit.

PHOTOS

Personal photography allowed everywhere. Enjoy the award-
winning Thea Award scenography inspired by the comics of
Uderzo and Goscinny.

HOW TO GET THERE

Access & Transporlation

AUDIENCE

The ultimate family park. Suitable for young children, but
check specific height restrictions for attractions open on the
day of your visit.

@

@

Metro

: Astérix Park — 4 min a pied

Massy TGV (128 min) - Paris-Charles de Gaulle Airport (40 min)
Bus

: Parc Astérix — 5 min a pied

Massy TGV (211 min) - Paris-Charles de Gaulle Airport (65 min)

Car

Massy TGV (172 min) - Paris-Charles de Gaulle Airport (50 min)

Bike

Massy TGV (236 min) - Paris-Charles de Gaulle Airport (67 min)
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LOCALISATION

Ou se trouve Astérix Park ?

-

)

Parc Astériﬂ

La:Grece:anti ique

$ 60128 — 60128 Plailly

€ 49°8.054'N,2°34.277'E
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ORGANIZATION

Navigating the Park Zones

Zone Village Gaulois

This central area features family-friendly attractions like 'La Balade d'Astérix' and 'Grand Splatch’. It serves as the
heart of the park, with easy access to shops and restaurants. The layout encourages leisurely exploration, making it
ideal for young children and those seeking a relaxed start.

Zone Vikings & Romains

Home to thrilling rides such as 'Goudurix' and 'Le Grand Tour', this zone caters to adrenaline seekers. The Roman
citadel offers historical immersion with shows like 'Via Antiqua' Visitors should plan extra time here due to longer
gueues for popular coasters.

Zone Pirates & Far West

These thematic areas provide diverse entertainment, from water-based adventures to classic western-themed rides.
They are often less crowded, allowing for quicker access. Perfect for extending your visit with varied experiences
beyond the core Gaulish narrative.

ACCESSIBILITY
Accessibility for people with reduced mobility

Wheelchair access available, but conditions vary depending on open areas. Please check with the park
28 Families

Park designed for families, with varied attractions. Check minimum height requirements on the day of

€3 Audio guide
French, English
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SELECTION

Essential Attractions and Shows

Entrée Principale

La Statue d'Astérix

Standing 7 meters tall, this iconic statue welcomes visitors with a triumphant pose. It symbolizes the park's identity and the
enduring legacy of the character. A photo opportunity not to be missed, capturing the essence of the Gaulish spirit.

¢ Placed on February 20, 1989, it weighed four tonnes and was hoisted 30 meters high, marking a milestone in construction.

Cité Romaine

Via Antiqua Show

This spectacular show depicts the clash between Gauls and Romans with stunning realism. Performances feature elaborate

costumes and dynamic staging, immersing audiences in the comic's humor. It is a highlight for fans of the original stories.

¢ Inspired directly by Goscinny and Uderzo, the script retains the witty dialogue that defined the series.

Zone Romains
Goudurix Coaster

One of the park's most intense roller coasters, Goudurix offers steep drops and sharp turns. Designed for thrill-seekers, it
provides an exhilarating ride through the Roman territory. Height restrictions apply, so check beforehand.

» Named after the clumsy Gaul, the ride mimics his chaotic energy with sudden twists.

Village Gaulois

Grand Splatch

A gentle boat ride suitable for all ages, featuring animatronic characters and humorous scenes. It offers a relaxing pace amidst

the action-packed park. Ideal for families with young children who want to enjoy the story without intensity.

» The water effects are synchronized with soundtracks from the comics, enhancing immersion.
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Zone Vikings
Le Grand Tour

This coaster combines speed with scenic views of the park. Riders experience a smooth yet exciting journey through Viking

lands. It balances thrill with comfort, appealing to a broad audience.

¢ Thetrack design allows riders to see the Asterix statue from multiple angles during the loop.

Zone Infernal

Les Bouées du Styx

A dark ride that takes visitors on a spooky yet fun journey through the underworld. Special effects create an eerie atmosphere

without being too frightening. Great for older children and teens looking for mystery.

¢ Theride uses projection mapping to bring Hades to life dynamically.

Lac Central
Aquarium des Dauphins

Though no longer active as a delphinarium, the area remains a focal point for aquatic themes. Educational displays inform

visitors about marine life conservation. It serves as a peaceful spot for reflection amid the excitement.

y Originally featured live dolphins, now replaced by interactive exhibits focusing on ecology.

Tout le Parc
Scénographie Thea Award

Every corner of the park reflects award-winning attention to detail. From murals to building facades, the artistry honors the
source material. Visitors can spot hidden Easter eggs referencing specific comic panels.

% The Thea Award recognized the park's ability to translate 2D art into 3D environments seamlessly.
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Smart Tips for Your Visit
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TIMING

Visit early morning or late afternoon to avoid peak crowds.
Weekdays outside school holidays offer the shortest queues.

BILLET

Book online weeks in advance, especially for summer dates.
Consider the 'Billet Malin' for limited-date savings.

PARCOURS

Start with popular rides like Goudurix before noon. Save
shows for midday breaks when lines are longest.

PHOTO

Capture the entrance statue at sunrise for clear shots without
crowds. Use wide-angle lenses for scenic vistas.

PAUSE

Eat lunch before 12 PM or after 2 PM to skip restaurant
rushes. Bring snacks to maintain energy levels.

ENFANTS

Check height requirements online before arriving. Prioritize
zones suited to your child's age to maximize enjoyment.

AUDIOGUIDE

Available in French and English, it enhances understanding of
historical contexts. Useful for educational visits with older
kids.

CONFORT

Wear comfortable shoes for extensive walking across 155
hectares. Dress in layers as weather can change quickly.
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FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS

FAQ

I When to buy your ticket for Parc Astérix?

It is highly recommended to book online several weeks in advance, especially during peak season. This guarantees your access to dates
when areas are open. Availability varies considerably depending on the period.

I Does the ticket price include everything?
The rate starting from €52 covers access to open attractions. However, it may vary depending on the date and options chosen. Always
check the exact product and inclusions before confirming.

I Are there skip-the-line tickets?
Yes, skip-the-line options exist to reduce waiting times. They are particularly useful during peak crowds. Check their availability for your
specific date before purchasing.

I Can | cancel my reservation?
Cancellation terms depend on the type of ticket purchased. Consult the specific conditions of the selected product. In case of doubt,
contact customer service before finalizing.

I How long does it take to visit Parc Astérix?

Allow a full day to fully enjoy the attractions and shows. The actual duration depends on daily openings and your pace. Plan for at least 6
to 8 hours on site.

DID YOU KNOW?

Anecdotes & curiosities

Colossal Investment Creative Collaboration

The initial budget reached 850 million francs, equivalent to Albert Uderzo worked with friends like Pierre Tchernia and

€130M today. This massive sum funded not just rides but

entire themed villages, creating a self-contained world.

Visitor Capacitly
Designed for 15,000 visitors daily, the park manages flows
carefully. This capacity influences queue times, so planning is

essential for a smooth experience.

Roger Carel. Their input ensured the park captured the

humor and spirit of the original comics authentically.

International Recognition
Parc Astérix won a Thea Award, highlighting its superior
scenography. Few European parks achieve this distinction,

underscoring its artistic quality.
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AROUND THE MUSEUM

Beyond the park gates, the region of Oise offers rich cultural and natural experiences. Just a short drive away, the Chateau
de Compiégne stands as a UNESCO World Heritage site, offering imperial history and stunning gardens. For nature lovers,
the Chantilly Forest provides serene walking paths amidst lush greenery, perfect for unwinding after a busy day. History
enthusiasts can explore the majestic ruins of Chaalis Abbey, a Gothic masterpiece that adds depth to your trip. Local dining
options like Restaurant Le Moulin offer traditional French cuisine in a rustic setting, ensuring a complete culinary
experience near the park.

Visiting Parc Astérix is more than just a day out; it is a journey into a world where history and fantasy
collide. The emotional resonance comes from seeing characters leap off the page into reality, creating

memories that last a lifetime. Whether you are reliving childhood favorites or introducing them to a new

generation, the park offers a unique blend of nostalgia and excitement. Embrace the spirit of the Gauls and

let yourself be swept away by the magic of Uderzo and Goscinny's legacy.
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